gq Krsnaprema (Ronald Nixon) 


309 

feel. th ie ed ee ¥ bacar down, he heard a 
yoice, QUESUONING him again and again: “Who are 
gue Whoware you’ TO BES your? Heiined: tard 
ignore it, but it went on and on like an 
:mportunate visitor, Knocking at the door. So in 
ihe end he just had to formulate an answer: "| 
am Krsnas servant. At once the question 


changed into “Who is Krsna?" He answered: 
"Nanda’s son.” But the questioning went on 
pauselessly. He thought of other answers like 
— "He is an Avatara, the One in all, the Resident 
of every heart" and so on... But the questioning 
would not cease, till at last he gave it up, left 
the hall and returned, deeply disturbed, to 
meditate. But he had no peace. The voice gave 
him no respite, till, in the end, he had to evoke 
Radharanl. 

Radharani revealed the answer to him. She 
said: "Nothing exists besides Krsna. So how can 
He be described? You can only say that ‘Krsna 
is Krsna!’" 

Next morning, when Krsnaprema sat down 
again at Maharsi's feet, the Maharsi gave him a 
lightening glance and smiled. He understood that 
he was behind all that questioning. Then as he 
closed his eyes to meditate, a delectable peace 

descended upon him. He put a question to the 
Maharsi in silence: “And who are you, may | 
humbly ask?" As he put this question, he had 
to open his eyes involuntarily to see that the 
Coach was empty. He closed his eyes once again 
and opened the next moment to see that he was 
Seated on the coach as before. Obviously his 
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nce implied that he . 
disape pe (narne and form) and this nae devon, 
way in which he could Ale NS) Ties 
his point of view on rea ization as a poe. * 
The silent conversation, that ‘age : 
between the two great souls, hightignte es 
distinction between the /fan/ and the ey. : : 
ni swims in an ocean of negative 
which. 1S senea Colourlegs and 


motionless, the bhakta Swims freely in an ie 
Sean 


d SPorts 
M of aij 


[fia 


of the great Lord, the concentrated fo, 
beauty, love and goodness. 

From Tiruvannamalai Krsnaprema wen, he 
Srirangama. He had a wonderful experience j, 
the Srirangama temple. As soon as he prostrateg 
himself before the Lord’s image, he lost Outer 
consciousness and saw a vast ocean made of 
liquid light. Then there was a ripple in the ocean 
and countless white lotuses erupted on its blue 
waves, one after another and on each flower 
stood a lovely Krsna with Radha, Radha Smiling 
and Krsna playing His magic flute! Krsnaprema 
shivered and tears flowed from his eyes as he 
saw this. 

Krsnaprema once said, “lf we want to reach 
the goal, the Eternal, we have to steer the boat 
straight out and across to the other shore.” His 
boat had now reached very near the other snore: 


On November 14, 1965 it reached the destination, 


the Eternal Vrndavana, where Radha and ? 
must have been waiting impatiently to 9! 
a warm welcome. : 
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Krsnaprema Hos many Western admirers and 
jiscipleS- but the number of Indians, who lighted 
ineit torches at his flame, was much greater 


mere @)— Ue Indian gurus, at whose feet we 
can see sitting many foreign disciples, but he 
was, Perhaps: the only foreigner of his time, at 
wnese feet We could see sitting many Indian 
gisciples. By imbibing the teaching of the great 
rsis of India and living according to it he had 
reawakened and intensified in them the awareness 
of their Own spiritual inheritance. His three books 
"search for Truth," “Yoga of Bhagavat-gité" and 
"yoga of Kathopanisad," still draw discerning 
seekers, who feel the need for guidance in their 
search for the Eternal and the Blissful. 
Krsnaprema emphasized that there are two 
things necessary for reaching the Goal 
— unflinching faith and self-surrender at the feet 
of Sri Guru and the Lord. He defined faith as 
"the light which the higher personality sends to 
the lower." It is one’s firm conviction about the 
Eternal, which keeps the flame of aspiration alive 
amidst the darkness of doubt and despair. He 
wrote, "| keep a whole collection of doubts, grow 
them in fact like mustard and cress, and when 
they are ripe, | eat them up.” 

He defined self-surrender (Saranagati) as "the 
offering of the mortal (aAuti) in the pure flame of 
the immortal." Self-offering must be total and 
UNCOnditional. it involves, “the staking of 
everything that does not matter for the One Thing 
that matters and the complete replacement of the 


©gO by Krsna’s will." 


fom, = aa s SER i 
CHAPTER XXIX 
& & Quam 


original name was Gurudasa, was born 

in 1879 in Dvaribena, a village near 
Pichalada in district Medinipura. His father’s 
name was Hariprasada Bera. While still a child, 
he began to exhibit signs of greatness. Unlike 
the other children, he was quiet, seclusive and 
meditative. He was interested more in A/rtana 
and study than in play. He surprised everybody 
by mastering the Sanskrita grammar called 
Mugdhabodha at the early age of eleven. He 
won the hearts of the uneducated village-folk by 
reading out to them, Srimad Bhagavatam and Sri 
Caitanyacaritamrta every day. 

He loved very much the company of Sri 
Madhusidana Dasa, a highly devoted Baba Ji, 
who practised sadhana in a cottage made of straw 
and reeds near his home, and whom he regarded 
aS his only friend, philosopher and guide. 
Madhusddana Dasa impressed upon him the 
Necessity of bhajana and the importance of 
‘ewe He said, "In this age of Kali, Harinama 
ey ilies alone is the means by which Krsna 

€ realized" 


Chote Dasa Baba Ji, whose 
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harernama, harerndma, harernaméj 

Kalau nastyeva, nastyeva, fidstyéva jae 5 

“There is no difference b 
He ¥ We the names of other things, the 
2 rsna, like Krsna Himself, is qualitieg 
7 ‘tuth, Gonscioushese one Bliss 
(Sat-cit-Ananda). \t is as powerful and mercify 
as Krsna. It removes the impurities of the heart 
ang makes it fit for the realization of Krsna and 
His Lila. It is both means (sadhana) and end 
(sadhya). \f you take shelter under Harinama, it 
will protect you from all ills and pave the way 

for the supreme realization." 

Gurudasa took the advice of Madhusiddana 
Dasa Baba to heart. He began to chant 
Harinama. He would retire to some lonely place 
and chant Harinama for hours or collect the boys 
of the village and perform <A/rtana with them. 
Sometimes he lost consciousnes in k/rtana. This 
worried his father very much, who apprehended 
that he might renounce the world altogether and 
become a recluse. In the hope that a pilgrimage 
may bring about a change in him, he sent him 
out on pilgrimage with Madhusidana Dasa Baba. 

Both of them visited all the holy places In 
Gauramandala including Ambika Kalana, where 
Gauri Dasa Pandita, a close associate of St 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, worshipped bbs enon 
Nitai-Gaura, presented to him by spice? 
themselves. There Gurudasa took Wrens 8 
(initiation) from Sripada Akhilacandra pape 

descendant of Gauridasa. Gurudasa 


etween Krsna and His 
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ete 
pilgrimage did bring about 

judas, but not the Kind of chan 
ae desired. During the pilgrimag 
éri Gaurakisora Dasa Baba Ji, 
him to renounce everything like Rupa and 
ganatana and go to Vrndavana. Therefore the 
fire of renunciation was constantly burning within 
him. To add fuel to the fire, he was deprived of 
ine company of Madhusudana Dasa Baba JI, who 
had now gone to Vrndavana to pass the rest of 
his life there. 

His father thought that the only way of cooling 
the fire was to marry him. So he lost no time 


a change in 
ge his parents 
€, he had met 
who had advised 


in arranging his marriage. On the night of 
marriage Gurudasa seemed to stand at 
cross-road. He had to decide immediately 


whether he should tread the apparently rosy path 
of married life or the thorny path of renunciation. 
His mother had died only a short time before and 
she had asked him to marry. He had to decide 
whether he should act according to the wish of 
his mother or follow the advice of Gaurakisora 
Dasa Baba Ji. He decided to renounce. At night 
he quietly went out of home and ran towards 
Navadvipa to take vesa (vaisnava samnyasa) from 
Gaurakigora Dasa Baba. In Navadvipa he came 
to know that Gaurakigora Baba did not give vesa 
to anyone. Therefore he took vesa from the 
Nahanta of the Bana Akhana of Navadvipa and 


“as named Gauragovinda Dasa. 


s& Sa aa cemmnrnn 
ate OO Ee ee  snmmennnsnenainans mon oe- - a4 Y 
eis se pg ALENT NL CE — nena _ “ a 
SITES ‘ : ERGY 
LEAST SE . —— 
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He then w 


ent to Sri 
for precept. ae 


ls akiSora Da ees 
Baba instructed geo Baba 


him as follows: 


1. Maintain the dian; 
nit 
and San@atana. Se Werle Rupa 


z ye money as your enemy. 
€ep away from women Rememb 
: | ; er h 
Mahaprabhu had punished Chota Haridasa a 
going even to an old lady for bhiksdé. 
4. Practise sadhand under 


ae the guidance of 
Mahabhagavata or a person w : 


ho has realized 


Krsna. 

on Do not develop intimacy with worldly 
people. 

6. Live on méa&dhukari obtained from the 
Vrajabasts. 


In 1900 Gauragovinda Dasa weni to 
Vrndavana. For some time he kept wandering in 
Vrndavana, seeing the beautiful spots connected 
with the divine sports (///a) of Sri Krsna and 
chanting Harinama. He ate what he got in 
madhukari from the Vrajabasis and slept under 
the trees. | 

After some time he began to live In the 
Samajabani of Syamasundara temple = 
Vrndavana. Here he did bhajana la a 
guidance of Siddha Sri Jagadisa Dasa Baba y 
Kaliyadaha. In the evening he read out ye 
Bhagavata to him in his cottage. All ee am 
the time he passed in chanting Harinam 


cottage. in Vrndavana 
He found that some Vaisnavas to «the 


meditated upon Krsna-lila according 


= tt siddha Krsnadasa Baba of Govardhana. 


guiik began to do the same. But while thus 
He eae upon Krsna-lila, he could not complete 
medial” did not know whether he should 
nis /4P meditation or /apa. He sought the advice 
ave agadisa Dasa Baba. Baba advised him to 
0 


complete his japa and then meditate upon 
¢ he had any time left after that. He had 
io give UP meditation, because the /apa-figure he 
had assigned for himself was SO large that he 
had hardly any time left for meditation after /apa. 

after some time the reputation. of 
Gauragovinda Dasa as a saint spread all over 
Vraja and people began to come to him for 
gargana. This caused much disturbance in his 
phajana. Therefore he went to Ari, a village 
about four miles away from Govardhana and 
began to live there. Every day he went te 
Govardhana from Ari and returned after 
performing the par/krama of Govardhana. Thus 
he walked 20 miles every day chanting Harinama. 

His reputation, however, kept on chasing him. 
The increasing crowd of his admirers did not let 
him live in peace even in Ari. He had, therefore, 
lo flee from Ari and live in a dilapidated house 
near Killolakunda at some distance to the 
heel of Ari. His bhajana and parikrama ot 
" aja continued as before. As a natural result 

Prolonged pbhajana some spiritual powers 


first 
ila, 


A book de 


“uring the 
hours. 


Mile Pert 


scribing the daily activities(///4) of Krsna as performed 

# has parts of the day, each part consisting of three 

haps part of the day the devotee meditates upon the 
g to that particular part. 
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nat te port snd sonata 
took pity a Paris eee 

him by telling him many thine ae Seer 
and future. From that day there was a ae. 
in his humility and bhajana. In anxiety he ay 
to Pandita Ramakrsna Baba for advice. It was 
by the mercy and advice of Pandita Baba that he 
Succeeded in disengaging himself from the 
Spiritual powers that had blocked his way in 
bha/ana. 

By way of giving him a warning for future, 
Pandita Baba said, “Harinama is like a Kalpatary 
(a tree which yields to everyone’s desires). |t 
gives to the sadhaka whatever he wants. lf while 
doing nama-/apa a sadhaka thinks of the powers 
of Krsna, it generates those powers in him; if he 
thinks of His love (prema), it instils his heart with 
love for Krsna. It is through the eyes of love 
that he enjoys the exuberant sweetness 
(madhurya) of His divine ///a. Without love one 
may realize Krsna, but not His madhurya. 
Realization of Krsna without love generates 
powers like omniscience which block one’s 
spiritual development.” os 

Since then Gauragovinda Dasa began to join 
the assembly of sddhus, which used to be held 
every evening for religious talks somewhere - 
Govardhana under the natural ‘eat 
Pandita Baba. One day the assembly was ae 
in the courtyard of Nrsinha Ji’s temple. AS 
as the assembly was over, it began {0 


. i" been 
Gauragovinda Dasa said, It would have 


could easily 
N. Once fee 
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¢ the rain started a little later, when each 
pette! ys had returned to his Aut/." Pandita Baba 
ed him by saying, "What? Self-seeking! You 
sn soft realize Krsna so long as you have the 
st desire for your own happiness. You 
ive up the desire for your own happiness 
or well-being In this world as well as in the 
celestial world and desire only the happiness of 

Krsna, if you want to realize Him." 

"on the advice of Pahdita Baba, Gauragovinda 
pasa began to do bhajana in a kuti near 
Apsara-kunda in Puchart. This was a lonely 
place. No one lived here except him and another 
mahatma in the form of a be/a (wood-apple) tree 
‘1 front of his Auf/, who conversed with him on 
topics regarding Krsna and His ///a. When the 
pela-tree first bore fruit, it appeared before him 
in human form and said, "You have watered and 
made me grow under your care since my infancy. 
| have a request to you. When my fruits ripen, 
you pluck and distribute them amongst the 
temples and the mahatmas of Vraja for the service 
of Krsna." Gauragovinda Dasa did likewise. 

One duy someone came and hung his clothes 
ever the tree. The tree asked Gauragovinda 
Dasa not to allow anyone to hang his clothes 
over it, because that disturbed its bha/jana. 

Gauragovinda Baba continued to make steady 
pee(ene in bhajana. He could now repeat 
gaeea 8 lacs of times a day. For him day 
* ight made no difference. He neither woke 

Slept. In a half-conscious state he. was 


alw 
4YS doing japa. While doing /apa he was often 
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Overwhelmed with 


bhav, ; 
and wept. a (Emotion) and daneeg 


In Adi-purana Krsna Says to Arjuna: 


“Listen O Arjuna! Those who dance or wee 
before me while chanting My name, | am Sold aa 
to them, as | am not sold to anyone else." 

Gauragovinda Baba had nothing to do except 
chanting Harinama and dancing and weeping 
before Sri Hari. Therefore, it was natural that 
Sri Hari should have been sold out to him. The 
extent to which He was sold out to him would 
appear from an interesting episode. 

Once Baba returned late to his kwfi after 
madhukari due to rain. He was very hungry. 
Therefore he forgot to offer the madhukari to 

Krsna before eating. He was swallowing the first 
morsel, when suddenly he realized that he was 
eating unoffered food. He held his throat to 
prevent swallowing it, but it went down. Then 
there was no end to his self-condemnation. His 
hunger disappeared and the madhukar/ lay before 
him untouched. At that time a sweet wane 
coming from inside his cottage rang into his ears: 

he remains of the food 

"Every day you offer me the rem ne 

iabasl i fall if today you offe 

of Vrajabasis. Will heavens : Sn cits 
me the remains of your own food: Come, 


now! Do not hesitate.’ 


hive 
Gauragovinda was thrilled to the core! As 
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or through his body, hatr Stood at their ends 
and tears flowed from his eyes. Hesitatingly he 
arene to Krsna the remains of his own food and 
nen ate it himself. The taste of the madhukari 
ne ate that day was exceptionally delightful and 
ravishing. It was bound to be, because that day 
Krsna Himself had eaten the offering with greater 
relish. Has anyone ever heard of a God as loving 
and loveable as Sri Krsna of Vraja?! 

In 1959 Gauragovinda Dasa left his physical 
ody to join the divine ///@ of Sri Krsna. His 
samadhi exists near the Apsarakunda. 


J « Sacinandana Dasa Baba was 110 years 
S23 in December 1972, when | went to 


see him with Sri Rama Jivana Dasa Baba 
ji of Barasana, who was well Known to him. 
gaba lived In an old dilapidated chatari (room 
containing someone's samadhi) near 
smagana-bham! (place for burning the dead) on 
the bank of Bhanusarovara in Barasana. As we 
entered the chatari, we saw Baba sitting 
square-legged with his back resting against the 
wall in a state of deep meditation. His lips were 
moving slowly and a resonant sound was coming 
out of his throat. Rama Jivana Baba told me 
that he was chanting “Rai, Rai" (Radharani’s 
nickename). The chanting had become habitual 
with him and it went on automatically even in the 
State of deep meditation. 
Baba had lost his eyesight, but his audition 
Was intaci. Still he could not hear Rama Jivana 


Baba talking, because he had no outer 
consciousness. 


On the craggy floor of the chatari with pits 
i and there were kept on one side an earthen 
mer” with water, an earthen karava and an 


Sa 
raja 
earthen plate. There was a Piece of 
on which Baba was sitting, and a ge “Y=Cloty 
quilt made of rags, half of Which w ae Or 
from his left shoulder and half lying on Hs 2NGing 
Baba was bare-bodied with Only a loin-oteqa floor. 
his waist. There was nothing else in the a 
The severe cold of the month of Decemb 
not seem to be a matter of sli 
the Baba. 


ghtest Cone 
Baba did not easily give diksd to anyone. 


hatarj 
er diq 


<a H 
had only four disciples, of whom Anuragi ie. 
was the foremost. He did not allow his disciples 


to live with him. However, Anuragi Baba came 
and stayed with him occasionally but at this time 
Baba was all alone. 

We sat down and began to wait for some sign 
of Baba’s returning to the outer world. But for 
a long time there was no such sign. Baba was 
Sitting all along like a statue. This was his 
normal condition. He used to be generally in the 
inner world, the transcendental world of the /i/a 
of Radha-Krsna and came out of it only casually, 
specially when compelled by the needs of the 
body. Even while attending to the needs of HG 
body he used to be sometimes lost in meditation, 
and the bodily activity like eating or easing nature 
either continued automatically as a matter of habit 
or slackened or even stopped and remained 
suspended for hours. 

After we had waited till late in the even 
Rama Jivana Baba shouted "Radhey, Radhey' 
After he had shouted several times, Baba said in 
a law voice, "who?", as if he was speaking from 


ma vA 


ee , 


i 


ee 
hii 


Feet cn 


wee gacinandana Dasa Baba 
rl Be 


iong distance. : 

a Rama Jivana Baba said, "l, Rama i 
hen introducing me to him, he Said eee 
some from Vrndavana for your darsana ee 
show mercy on He 
Baba was quiet for sometime. T 
to sing a song, which described Keenan 
returning from the forest at dusk with the one 
and the cowherds. Krsna was slaying a = 
flute and the cowherds were blowing horns pe 
dancing, while the milkmaids of Vraja 
overwhelmed with joy and emotion at the sight of 
Krsna, sang propitious songs from the balconies. 
He was thus describing what he had just seen. 

Baba was a good singer and his voice even 
at this age was sweet. As he sang, it did not 
appear that it was an old Baba Ji, who was 
singing, but a milkmaid of Vraja, who was so 
overwhelmed at the sight of Krsna that she could 
not but pour her heart out in the form of the 
song. | 

As the song was over, Baba again sank into 
deep meditation. We quietly came out of the 
room, leaving Baba alone to relish the 


home-coming of Krsna. 

Very little is known 
Sacinandana Dasa Baba. 
but exactly in which place an 
knows. He once told Anurag| 


his very childhood he had grea 
and kirtana. Even if Katha or 


at a place ten miles away from 
night, he did not hesitate to 


Kindly 


about the early life of 
He was born in Bengal, 
d when no one 
Baba that since 
t liking for Katha 
kirtana was held 
his home and at 
go there without 


< 
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informing his people. He stayed there throu 

the night and returned next morning. Wher! 
was reprimanded and punished for this, he ste 
for deliverance from the bonds of the family. yj 
prayer was heard and he was given necessary 
strength to cut asunder the bonds. 

One night he slinked away from home. After 
remaining on pilgrimage to the different holy 
places in the country for about two years, he 
went to Vrndavana. He had already taken diksg 
from someone. On reaching Vrndavana he took 
vesa trom siddha Ramahari Dasa Baba, a disciple 
of s/ddha Jagannatha Dasa Baba. For some time 
he wandered here and there in Vraja. Finally he 
came to the chatari, where he had been living 
for over eighty years, when | first met him with 
Rama Jivana Baba. 

Anuragi Baba says that once, when he was 
staying with Baba, there was unprecedented 
rainfall, on account of which the area around the 
Chatar/ was flooded and it became very difficult 
to move in and out of the chatari. He requested 
Baba to shift to some other place, specially 
because snakes and other poisonous creatures 
were likely to creep into the chatar/ to save 

themselves from the flood. But Baba refused to 
shift. At night, when it was still raining heavily, 
Baba was stung by a scorpion on his finger. 
There was excruciating pain. Anuragi Baba tied 
his finger with a string so that the poison might 
not spread and then became restless to go out 
in search of some other treatment. But it was 
not possible to go out on account of torrential 


es a -_ 


af gacinandana Dasa Baba 


paba said to him, "Do 

eae be absorbed in ///g. 

ee pain.” This is what 
ing, when Anuraqi p= 

ext morning, W Uragl Baba ing,,; 

i ain, Baba had forgot ba inquired about 


2 ee used to serve Pane it. 
ine temple of Barasana, in mde deity jn 
icked flowers from various placed Lae be 
garlands for her. Sometimes Whar uE Weaved 
utter want of flowers in Barasana e ere was 
toot to Vrndavana at night ang fen eee on 
morning with flowers. He weaved the tlowers next 
garlands and offered them to Radharani. itn 
the Holi festival he used to be eee vet: i. _ 
cleaning the passage from Bhanusarovara to the 
temple of Radharani. 
Once he saw beautiful flowers blooming in a 
garden near Kosi. He desired to weave them 
into garlands for Radharani. He asked for the 
owner’s permission to pick them. But the owner 
refused permission. Then at night he slept in 
the verandah of an empty house near the garden. 
At midnight some thieves gathered near the house 
with a view to commit theft somewhere. They 
saw Baba sleeping in the verandah. Theinvehiel 
gave him a jolt and asked, "Who are you? 
"A thief" , replied Baba 
"Thief? Where are you going to com 
"In this garden." 
, i den?" 
What is there in the gar 


“Flowers. " 
“Will the flowers bake your 
"They will." 


mit theft?" 


bread?" 
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“How? You will hardly get a 
them" ; oe by S€llin 

"I will not sell them. z Shall weave 

garlands for Radharani. Radharanj 
Pleased. Her pleasure will bring ab 
Out 
deliverance from the bondage of maps y 
Maya and all m 
needs will be fulfilled for all times." 
were impressed by Baba. They said "Ver 
athe , Y Well 
Baba. Let us al 90. We shall Join you j 
theft.” etl lic 

Baba stole heaps of flowers with their help, 
They also helped him in Weaving garlands ang 
different kinds of Ornament for Radharani, 
Stealing for Radharani made the thieves forget 
Stealing for themselves. They became devotees 
of Radharani and often visited Baba In his chatarj 
for his company and guidance. 

Baba used to do bhajana in his Chatari 
throughout the day. In the evening he went out 
for madhukari. Sometimes he got more roties in 
madhukari than he could eat. He did not throw 
them away, nor gave them to someone. He dried 
them so that he might eat the dried roties, when, 
on account of his absorption in /ila, he did not 
feel like going out for madhukari Later, when 
he lost his teeth and it was no more possible to 
eat the dried roties, he used to grind them ae 
powder and make pills by mixing the powder a 
water. He used to swallow the pills. If the pi : 
did not taste well or did not satisfy his hunger, 
he started chanting “Rai, + the: eae 
name so much that he forgot all ver sing the 
hunger and thirst. He often use 


them in 


& 
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Bengali song, which describes 


thi 
f the name to conquer thirst ang live his 


ger: 


soilowind 
potency q 

dhurl khela ara khelibo na 

Aariname mana menje ys 

mayera kache ara jabo na, 

ksudha pele ara khabo ng 
Ral - Ral amdara ksudhé-trsna 

saba hare che 


‘No more shall | play with dust,’ for | have 
now begun to relish Harinadma. Neither shall | go 
to my mother when hungry, nor eat, for the name 
"Rai" has conquered my hunger and thirst." 

Baba always used to chant "Rai" and be 
absorbed in the meditation of the Astakalina Lila 
of Radha-Krsna. After some time when his 
absorption in the Name and the ///4 became very 
deep, he stopped going for mdadhukari. He 
remained seated on his asana in deep meditation 
like a statue. For the tourists, who came to 
Barasana, he was a marvel. For the pilgrims he 

was an object of worship. The pandas took them 
to him, just as they took them to the different 
images of gods and goddesses for darsana in 
their own interest. The pilgrims bowed down to 
Baba, just as they bowed down to the other 
Statues, made some offerings and came away. 
The offerings were later picked up by the pandas. 
Baba neither knew anything about them hor had 
any need for them. If, when a pilgrim visited 


him, he happened to be in a conscious oF 


to dust. 
1 The sense-objects, which are bound to be reduced 
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semi-conscious state, he entertained him with 
song relating to the astakalina lila of Radha-Krsna 
of that particular time. 

Baba left his physical body to serve Radharanj 
in his spiritual body in the form of a Mmafjari (a 
sakhi exclusively devoted to Radharant) on the 
tenth day of Krsna-paksa in the month of 
Vaisakha in 1974. 

Baba was great and wonderful. One might 
ask: Is it possible to conquer maya fully while 
remaining in the physical body, which is a product 
of maya? \s it possible to live, if one depends 
entirely upon the Lord and does not even go to 
beg for his food? Does the Lord Himself really 
bear the burden of the well-being of such a 
person? The length of Baba’s life inspite of his 
utter indifference to the world and the body, and 
his contentment and beatitude, would provide the 


answer. 


4 


dq 


Harikinkara Yoair 

Madhva-Gaudiya Samprada a saint of 
unlimited faith in Srimad Bhaaeneiems who had 
when he was in perfect health - eases 
disciples and said that he would ne ees 
on a particular day in the month of ss body 
reading Srimad Bhagavatam on the bank pee: 
a Semeriyagnéta. Go eae went tc 
a Se with his disciples, sat down on the 
ohopavatael and started reading Srimad 
mn is SOam) as he began to read 
mac act ae yayl, the portion relating to 
pe e Wee SO overwhelmed with bhava, 
he exclaimed "Ha Krsna!" and left the body 

to join Rasa-lila in his siddha-deha_ in 
transcendental Vrndavana. 
Sri Jamuna Dasa and 
the two foremost discip! 
Before he left for Semariyaghata, he had called 
them both. He had told Jamuna Dasa, "After | 
have gone, you should g° to different parts of 


: Mithilapur? in Bihar there lived &¢ 
ed Sri 


Sri Avadha Dasa were 
es of Sri Harikinkara. 


1 . 
Circular dance of the gop/s with Krsna. 
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the country and preach Vaisnavism." To Avadha 
he had said, "You should go to Vrndavana 


Dasa ? 
and do 6fa/a/da. 
Avadha Dasa Baba was born about the me 


4826 in a Maithila Brahmin family in a Village 
; Mandara-Madhustdana, in district 
of Bihar, which was sanctified by the 


am '@ era 
ew 4 i ce 


dust of the feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, when 
he was on his way to Gaya. He renounced the 
world at an early age and took initiation from 
Harikinkara Yogindravara. He remained in his 
Asrama in Mithilapuri so long as he was alive 
Sri Harikihkara was not only a siddha 
mahatma, but also a great pandita. He was 
regarded as the crest-jewel of the paridits of 


Mithila, which had been famous for ages as a 
great centre of learning. Avadha Dasa studied 


the sastras from him. He made a special study 
of Srimad Bhagavatam and learnt the whole of it 


by heart. 
After the passing away of Gurudeva, he went 


to Vrndavana and began to live in a house in 
Dhobi Gali, which, in course of time, became his 
Asrama. All his life he was confined to this 
Asrama. He went out of it only twice during a 
year, once on the occasion of the anniversary of 
Sri Madhvacarya and once on the anniversary of 
his gurudeva, when he led the nagara-kirtana. 
He used to be absorbed in bha/ana all the time, 
sleeping only for two or three hours at night. 
His bhajana consisted exclusively of the pafha 
(reading) and pdjana (worship) of oi 
Bhagavatam. He went on reciting the Slokas 0 


Ja 


D 


rim at them, for he not only Pages Without 
by heart, he also k : 
each Pao began and oa oe With 
ipped Srimad Bhagavatam ‘e weet He 
ame manner in which Sri marti of Be the 
orshipped> because he regardeq an is 
ghagavatam aS a manifestation of $j an 
yimself. He wrapped it in a silken wra rsna 
jaceael oe a Cee sinhasana, oiferéal ane 
io it and ate Its prasada. He also fanned aa 
summer, covered) it with a quilt in winter and 
swung it in a swing in the rainy season. 

Whenever any person went to him, he found 
him either reading Srimad Bhagavatam or talking 
about it. He hardly talked or allowed anyone to 
talk of anything else. 

Once a young man came to Vrndavana from 
Allahabad. He had heard that if one ate the 
remains of food of a s/ddha saint, he was blessed 
with the darsana of Radha-Madhava. Someone 
told him that Avadha Dasa Baba had won the 
favour of Radha-Madhava. He went to his 
4srama. At that time he was taking prasada. 
The young man went straight to him, although he 
was asked by his disciple not to 9® near him 
while he was eating. He sat before him and 
requested with folded hands for a little prasada 
out of his plate. But Baba was lost wogan 
meditation or in the darsana of some /i/a, & 


- <the 
while he was eating. He did anak Tes 


1 A royal seat 
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thought that Baba had ignored hig 


st. There : 
ackeatis prasada trom his Plate. As he was 
ange eat the prasada, Baba caught hold of 
Fa elbl He opened his fist and, quickly taking 


the prasada in the other hand, put it in his mouth. 

As soon as he put the prasada in his mouth, 
he fell unconscious on the ground. He remained 
unconscious till late in the evening, when Baba 
had finished his daily pdafha of Srimad 
Bhagavatam; he asked the sadAus, who had come 
to listen to his pafha to perform kirtana around 
him. As soon as k/rtana began, he opened his 
eyes. For sometime he looked all round in 
bewilderment. Then suddenly catching hold of 


Baba’s feet, he began to weep and say, “Pardon 


me Maharaja. | have committed a grave offence 
at your feet. But now | have come to know about 
your real self. | shall remain at your feet and 
serve them all my life. | shall not go anywhere 


else. You will have to accept me. Have mercy 
Gurudeva, have mercy on me!" 

Baba not only pardoned him, he gave him 
diksa and took his entire responsibility upon 
himself. One of the sadhus asked the young man 
what he had come to know about Baba. 

He replied, "As soon as | put the remains of 
Baba’s food in my mouth, | was transported to a 
transcendental region. There | saw that the 
mid-day bhojana-lila of Vrajendranahdana was 
going on. Baba and Sri Krsna were sitting in 
the middie surrounded by the sakhas (friends of 
Srl Krsna) and, in an atmosphere of jollity and 
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oOo Ds = o 
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| poth were putting with th 
poe of their food into each of 
ee Bengali took O/ksa and vesg 
to live in his &srama. He 

unsteady: Heteeae ‘Not stay at one Pi. 

ong: After some time he asked fo, Baba’s 

ermission to go and roam about in the country 

gaba refused permission. Even then one day he 
packed up to go. 

Baba asked, ‘Where are you going?" 

"Nowhere" he said. "lI will just roam about 
a little and come back." 

Baba cautioned him, “You will not gain 
anything by disobeying the guru and roaming 
about like a monkey." 

"| have obeyed the guru so long. Should | 
obey him all my life?" he replied and went away. 

For several years Baba had no information 
about him. He began to worry about him. One 
day, while he was doing /apa and loitering in the 
court-yard of the asrama, a young monkey came 
and caught hold of his feet. Baba understood 
that he was the same Bengali disciple. He had 
died and was born as a monkey, because he had 
disobeyed the guru. But on account of been 
remembered the offence he had committed in his 

t and had come 
previous life. He was repentan oa ile 
to him to ask for pardod, aaamas ease ss 
and said, "You have done well by coming. 


t the 
Remain near anol es 
you do not go anywhere asada both the times. 


asrama and come for prasa® ogee 
He tied tu/asi-kKanfhi round 7 neck 
his people to take care of him. 


Cir hands the 
her’s Mouth." 
from Baba and 
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The monkey began to live on the roof Of the 
aStama and near about it. Both the times, When 
prasaga was distributed, he came and sa} down 
in the court-yard. In the evening, when Baba 
said the Katha of Srimad Bhagavatam, he Came 
and sat at the window and listened to the Katha 
with great attention. 

Baba called him Ramadasa. One day he Said 
to his disciples, "For two days | have not Seen 
Ramadasa. You also have not looked for him." 
Just then a disciple went to the roof of the asSrama 
and saw that he was lying dead. 

When Baba was informed, he said, “"Ramadasa 
Was a Va/snava. His funeral should be performed 

according to the va/snava tradition." Accordingly 
he was laid on a vimana and Carried to the 
Yamuna by his disciples along with A/rtana and 
delivered to the holy river. A bhandara was held 
on the occasion and the va/snavas took Prasada. 

Once Baba had the darsana of Sri Krsna in 
a very unusual and striking manner. He saw Him 
doing the parikrama of the Srimad Bhagavatam 
he used to recite, after he had finished the katha 

of Srimad Bhagavatam in the evening. It was 
Striking, because it is always the worshipper, who 
performs the par/kramda of the object he worships. 
Should Sri Krsna have regarded Srimad 
Bhagavatam as the object of His worship? 

But the answer is obvious. Bhagavatam is 
not only the manifestation of Krsna in words, it 
is also the manifestation in words of Prema or 
Transcendental Love. Prema is the End, not only 
for the finite souls, but also for Krsna. 


aii avadha Dasa Baba Jj 
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yndoubtedly Krsna is Love itself, 
jor more and more love. For Suc 
of love. The More’ lOVesoneaaas 
longs for it. NM is the nature of Krsn 
shat makes Him say: aham brace oe Love 
; am always subservient to my hoe ee i. 
love me. He derives greater hapsincaene who 
love of His devotees than He jae from the 
own nature as bliss. Srimaqd Bhaganae from His 
His love-pastimes with His devotees tie 
He regards His own manifestation as Bha ee 
as superior to Himself and as Worshipatlant tae 
Therefore also, He is always eager to nea 
the xkatha of Srimad Bhagavatam. Sr a 
Gosvami depicts Him in Gopala-Campi as 
listening to the stories of his own ///a@ from 
Madhukantha and Snigdhakantha with great zest. 
| That day Sri Krsna must have been present 
in Baba’s asrama as one of the listeners of the 
Bhagavata-katha told by him and must have felt 
constrained to do parikrama of the Bhagavatam 
like the other listeners after the Katha. He must 
also have specially enjoyed the katha, told by a 


devotee like Avadha Dasa Baba and must have 
hing as present. 


felt constrained to give him somet at 
Since he had nothing to give as present AD Bebe 
that might satisfy him, except, his aatsat ne 
gave him darsana. se ‘ 
Baba’s patha and puja of ange at pea 
continued as usual, even when ies oe sat 
old. in 1937 he aia i case even a 
ssible for nim ; 
that it wee 7a d to be lifted and carried. 


small distance. He ha 
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On the second day of Krsna-paksa of the monty 
of Phalguna, his condition became more Serious. 
His body was still and motionless. His disciples 
thought that his end had come. So they starteg 
Kirtana. But as soon as Baba heard the first line 
of the kirtana "Sri Krsna Caitanya Prabhy 
Nityananda" he stood up to dance with the 
kirtana. His disciples got alarmed. They 
Stopped A/rtana and lay him on the bed. After 
a short while his condition worsened; it became 
obvious that he was about to breathe his last. 
Then according to the instruction he had given 
to his disciples some time before, they brought 
the dust of jnana-gudani,' spread it on the floor 
and lay him down over it. At that time his lips 
were moving slowly and he could be heard reciting 
the s/okas of Srimad Bhagavatam in a very feeble ~ 
voice. He continued to recite the S/okas in that 
manner till 3 a.m. next morning, when he left the 
body to participate in the eternal /i/a of Sri Krsna 
in transcendental Vrndavana. 


{ 


c= 9 


J i Gopala Dasa Baba Jj Was born in 185 
1 


S:: Imphala in Manipura. His lathewent 
ri 


Meghavarna Sarma was 

Gopala Dasa took after his einen “Whang 
still very young, he seemed indifferent to re 
world and spent most of his time in bhajana 
Meghavarna Sarma was very happy to see this. 
Like a true father he gave him dfksa and advised 
him to go to Vraja and do bhajana after taking 
vesa from a saint in the disciplic order of Sri 
Narottama Thakura Mahasaya. 

Gopala Dasa was unusually fortunate. 
Generally people have to pass through many ups 


and downs, doubts and difficulties and periods of 
they learn that 


uncertainty and irresolution before 
the only purpose of life is to do bhajana and 
realize the Lord; and they have to struggle hard 
with themselves and their family, if they want to 
renounce the world. But Gopala Dasas own 
samskaras and his discerning and nen 
father’s guidance made everything go sangic* 
Smooth for him. Sri 
He went to Vraja and took vere te Dasa 
Vinodadasa Ji, a disciple of Sri Damoee 
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jj in the disciplic succession of Sri Narottama 
Thakura. Vinoda Ji lived near Cakalesgvara 


Mahadeva in Govardhana. He advised him to go 
and live in Radhakunda and study the S&stras 


= 


from Sri Igvara Dasa Ji. He lived in Radhakunda 
for three years and studied Srimad Bhagavatam 
and the works of the Gaudltya Gosvamis from 
isvara Dasa Ji. He also wanted to learn 
Vraja-bhasa. But Isvara Dasa Ji told him, "iy 
would be good for you not to learn Vraja-bhasa4 ' 
If you learn, you will come close to ihye 
Vrajabasis. Your contacts with them will create 
disturbance in your bha/ana and the chances of 
your committing offences against them will also 
increase." Therefore he gave up the idea of 
learning Vraja-bhasa. 

After completing his study of the Sastras, 
Gopala Dasa Baba kept wandering in Vraja for 
some time. He did not live at any particular 
place for more than a day. But in the end he 
settled down in village Konhi and began to live 
near Vamsikunda in that village. He got 
médhukari trom the Vrajabasis and ate only once 
in the evening. If any day he got more madhukarl 
than he could eat, he did not go for madhukarl 
on subsequent days, until the madhukari he 
already had was finished. He ate with pleasure 
whatever he got in madhukari, even if it was stale 

or rotten. But if he got sweets or other good 
things, he did not eat them. He gave them away 
to others. He used only earthen utensils made 


pasa Baba Jj 


Ala 
bn gore am 
ie dust of Mei 
0 lived in panini « “0 years, But he ley 
Heuen the ae of Sri arigopala Eee. 
a disciple OFS cdha’ Mahe at aaee 
gabe Wi Harigopala Dasa Aba Vii 
sha : we) j 
a0” unda. bedi is after 40 years he Shifted 
3 jryakunda and began to live 


In 
ne temple there at the bank of Soryeenaet 
; a used to read at least One ¢ A 
; Bhagavatam every day. When h 
jitee old, he lost his fye-sight. This Pained 
one much, because he coulg not 
avatam any more. 


read 
One afternoon, when he 
Bee eooding over his plight, he became drowsy, 
ale drowsiness he saw an exquisitely 
In 


beautiful 
y, the lustre of whose body filled the 
Sal 


rroundings with divine light that was soothing 
‘ ond description. She looked at him tenderly 
nm asked in compassionate voice, "Baba, you 
seem to be in distress. Tell 


me what afflicts 
you.” a eae 
Baba said, "Lali, | have lost my eye-sight an 
| cannot read Bhagavatam. Life hangs heavy on 
me What is the use of a life in which 
Bhagavata-patha and Garsana of the deities and 
the mahatmas is not possiiia oe 
‘Then do not worry Baba, said a an 
assuredly. "You have that garment vs ie ie 
name ‘Radhey-Syama’ is phi pane 
your eyes when you go to sleep a 
morning you will find that your 
'estored " 


siness 
As soon as Baba heard this, his drow 
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Ji in the disciplic succession of $f] 
Thakura. Vinoda JI lived near Cakalec Ma 
Mahadeva in Govardhana. He advised hie SVaq 
and live in Radhakunda and study the - Yo 
from Sri ISvara Dasa Ji. He lived in Radhakye 
for three years and studied Srimad Bhagay 
and the works of the Gaudiya Gosvamig oo 
Iévara Dasa JI. _ He alSO wanted te oe 
Vraja-bhasa. But ISvara Dasa Jj told him of 
would be good for you not to learn Vraja-bhasa | 
If you learn, you will come close to ‘the 
Vrajabasis. Your contacts with them wij Create 
disturbance in your bfa/ana and the Chances of 
your committing offences against them wil also 
increase." Therefore he gave up the idea of 
learning Vraja-bhasa. 

After completing his study of the Sastras, 
Gopala Dasa Baba kept wandering in Vraja for 
some time. He did not live at any particular 
place for more than a day. But in the end he 
settled down in village Konhi and began to live 
near Vamsikunda in that village. He got 
madhukar/ from the Vrajabasis and ate only once 
in the evening. If any day he got more mdadhukari 
than he could eat, he did not go for madhukari 
on subsequent days, until the madhukari he 
already had was finished. He ate with pleasure 
whatever he got in madhukari, even if it was stale 


or rotten. But if he got sweets or other good 


things, he did not eat them. He gave them away 


to others. He used only earthen utensils maee 


1 The language of Vraja 
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was broken. : But the sweet voice of the girl 
still ringing in his ears and ner lista. A 
was lingering In his mind. As she had Po el 
he slept at night with the garment, on Gen, 
‘Radhey-Syama’ was printed, tied round Ke Which 
Next morning, when he got up, he wage eyes. 
find that he could see everything as i: to 
daily routine of his Bhagavata-patha was res shed 
But the girl had stolen his heart. a 
convinced that She was Radharani, kbar “ae 
he had meditated day and night. Who els au 
be so kind and affectionate? orc 
| But now it was impossible for him to i 
without Her. He was constantly shedding ote 
in Her separation. He could not bear ie 
separation very long. On June 8, 1971 at 
mid-day, which is the time, according to the 
astayama-li/a, when Radharani goes with Her 
sakfis to Suryakunda for sun-worship, he left the 
body to meet Her in transcendental Stryakunda 
in his siddha sakhi-deha. . 
Baba used to say that three things were 
important for a sadhaka: (1) Santa-seva (service 
of the saints), (2) Harinama and (3) Faith in 
Vraja-raja. Faith in Vraja was more important 
than even the service of the saints and Harinama, 
because at the time of death, safta-seva was not 
possible and Harinama often departed, but 


Vraja-raja did not leave a sadhaka, who lived in 
Vraja with faith till the end. 


Sri Harigopala Gosvam: 
1 


Tov Harigopala Gosvami was iste 
of Sri Narayana Bhatta Goete e e 
whom the deity Radharanj jn one to 
garasana first appeared, & temple 


Sige 22 , and who 
a sect of Srl Rupa and Sri Sanatana, eb the 
ne remaining task of the rediscovery of the he 
¥ 


sg connected with the ///a of Sr 
Fae their forerunner, Sri clean 
nad started. He was a disciple of Sri Dhilesvara 
gosvaml of Uncagrama. He used to live in 
yimarana in Alvara State, where he had his 
gaddl * and the temple of his Thakura $ri Lanile 
sarakara. The Raja of Alavara was his disciple. 
He was a Vva/dya (physician) by profession. 
But he was also a great pandita. He was well 
versed in Hindi, Sanskrta, Telegu and English. 
He had thorough knowledge of the six systems 
of Indian philosophy and the six Samdarbhas of 
Si Jiva. He had made a special study of Srimad 


| See the biography of Narayana Bhatta Gosvami in the author's 
‘Vraja-ke-Rasikacarya", published by Sri Krsna-Janmasthana, 
Mathura. 

é The seat of an Acarya or religious head. 

J Lanile Sarakéra was the deity Balagopdla, presented © poi 
Naréyana Bhatta Gosvami by Sri Krsna Himself. Lanile Ne 
like Lokanatha Gosvamt’s deity Gokulananda, sna 
Shatta Gosvami in the discovery of jila- sthalies of je 
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Bhagavatam. 
He was by nature very simple and 


Sai 
inspite of his learning, lineage and status aintly, 
re 


Rags pe a 
Raja-Guru of the Raja of Alvara, his en S the 


most simple and unostentatious.  Stij| Nis a 
had reached the people of Haryana Ree 
e ny 


rhakuras, Gujaras, and Yadavas of Haryana 
his disciples. oe 


He used to pass most of his time 
bhajana. In his old age he shifted fr 
to Uncagrama near Baras@na, 
spend all his time in ahajaie tae 
interruption. He also took along with him < 

Thakura Sri Lanile Jf. 

: In Uncagrama he lived in his ancestors’ old 

Dau Ji's temple, in which Narayana Bhatta used 
to live. In front of the temple, at the top of the 
hill, is the old temple of Lalita Sakhi. On the 
right hand side of Lalita Ji’s temple is a beautiful 
spot covered by green bowers and thick foliage. 
Here Gosvami Ji used to sit and do bhajana 
throughout the day. He returned home at night. 
But most of the night also he passed in bhajana. 
His eyes were always wet in remembrance of 
Radharanl. 

Thus he passed the last twenty years of his 
life quietly in bhajana. On the night of March 
30, 1990, when he was more than hundred years 
old, but in good health, he suddenly exclaimed, 
“| will go, | will go.! The doors of Sri JIs 
(Radharani’s) temple have opened. Purnamas! 
has come.!" from 

The other members of the family got UP ro 


quietly in 
Om Alvara 


éyi yarigopa!4 Dasa Gosvami 
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(7 Slee — a start. The 
| nt, Where will you go? a asked in 
night. Sri Ji’s temple is closed ey 12 o'clock 
God alone knows whether he Se 
went on repeating "Radhey abe them. He 
o'clock the Crow) of his Baad 5 ae ey!" At 2 
was aglow with a divine.light. His ee his room 
on the pillow ane his soul, passin ody fell back 
prahma-randahra, flew to me through the 
form of Her sakf/ to live with mee in the 
erve Her 


eternally. 


be at the crown of the head. 


1 An aperture supposed to 


ee 


avyavrtabhajanat 
(Narada-bhakti-sutra, 36) 


1 this aphorism Sri Narada Muni says that 

success in the practice of devotion is 
achieved through ceaseless bha/ana. 

The essence of bhajana \s ceaseless 
remembrance of the Lord. Sri Krsna says: 


ananya-cetah satatam yo mam smarati nityasah 
tasyaham sulabhah partha nitya-yuktasya yoginah 


(Gita 8.14) 


"O Arjuna, | am easily reached by the yoo! 
who constantly thinks of Me, who has no other 
thought and is ceaselessly attached to me. 

The devotee cannot tolerate even 4 moment's 
break in continuous remembrance of the Lord. 
Stimad Bhagavatam says: 

"If the devotee /s offered all th 


hange for 
splendour of the three We 9 
discontinuance of remembrance o) 


he remains 
of the Lord even for halfeaseeoh™ 
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a w can he detach himself from th 
Une ae which even the devas fail to realize 
Divine v nstant meditation?” (Bhyeiiv smear ‘ 
no eee ane Dasa Baba Ji’s life js ai 
illustrious example Of COQS@)sss) Oleic aaa aor 
in 1911 with strong samsakaras of bhakti, in a 
village near Jasohara in East Bengal, he did not 
lose time in determining his goal and dashing 
towards it like an arrow. He renounced the World 
at the early age of seventeen or eighteen, 
immediately after passing the intermediate 
examination, went to Sri Ramadasa Baba jj 
Maharaja, the renowned Saint of 
Pathabani-Asrama, Calcutta, took initiation from 
him, and stayed with him for some time to serve 
Then with his permission and blessings he 


him. 
to Varanasi to study Sanskrta and the 


went 

Sastras. He studied Srimad Bhagavatam, 
Satasamdarbha, Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, 
Ujjvalaniiamanl and other important 


bhakti-sastras. After completing his study of the 
Sastras, he went to Vrndavana, took vesa from 
his god-brother Sri Rajani Baba Ji Maharaja of 
Govindakunda, Vrndavana and proceeded to 
Maghera, a small village about four miles from 
Chatikara, for life-long ceaseless bha/ana. 

An essential part of his bhajana was kirtana. 
He performed x/rtana four times during the day, 
prabhati kirtana early in the morning at 3.30 a.m., 
maahyanha kirtana at mid-day, arati-kirtana in the 
evening and abh/sara-kirtana at night at about 19 
P.m. He performed kirtana at such a high pitch 


that his voice could be heard in the remotest 


Ds. Fas or 
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village. i 
orne Oe et er 'OSSment 
o', 50 deeP i etimes uring ee 
rclaimed aloud "Ha Nitails Or " -‘itang he 
a = 

g fell senseless on the groung i Radhey) 
his time he spent jn Giridhar; the rest 
ig-smarana. Not a moment of atl-SeVall ace 

iil OT his life Was | 
Ost 


without smarana. He was often hea 
ine following lines of Hanumana: 


kaha hanumana vipat; Prabhu soj7 
jaba tava sumirana bhajana na hoj 


O Lord! When there is no remembrance or 
bhajana of your lotus feet, that time is the time 
of the greatest calamity or misfortune!" 

Even while Baba attended to his bodily needs 
like easing nature or bathing, his smarana went 
on uninterrupted. That time he used to be 
primarily engaged in smarana, the bodily activities 
went on automatically on account of habit. 

After a few years of strictly disciplined life 
and constant bhajana, he conquered sleep and 
hunger. He used to be engaged in bhajana, 
constantly from 3.30 a.m to 2.30 a.m the next 
day, thus sleeping only for one hour out of os 
24 hours in a day. He went oul Miia 
to only three houses at midday. : = his kuti 
get anything from them, he Bi by going to 

time by 9 
and fasted instead of wasting votes in the day 
other houses. He ate only two 


ight. . 
and one-fourth of a /0l al ite the bodily point 
4 he sleeps 4" 


It may seem : 
on j in 
of view that one may Ne already seen 
eats so little. But, 4° 
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‘ ~ C; s, the saints, who practi 
SO ah Te above the wee Es 
cee we of the nectar that drips into their 
he ook above at the time of smarana. 
hee ate them alive and happy. 
The condition in which Baba lived was itself 
a proof that he had risen above the body. His 
kuti was SO small that he could hardly lie down 
in it with his legs fully stretched. Around the 

Kuti the land was so low that during rains it was 
flooded and the kut/ was cut off from the rest of 
the village. Baba had to wade through the 
flooded land every time he went out for 
madhukari. The mosquitoes also plagued and 
pestered his body beyond description. Yet he 
seemed to be either totally unaware or unmindful 
of them. The villagers requested him to move 
to some other place in the village, but he refused. 

He regarded the situation as even more 

favourable to him, because it deterred people from 

going to him and causing disturbance 
bha/sana. 


After some time Baba became blind. But this 
did not make him unhappy, because after he lost 


It is 


in his 


his physical eyes, his spiritual eyes opened. He | 
could see Radha and Krsna and talk with them. 
People often heard him talking. 
So far Baba had not accepted any disciple. 

But after his blindness he accepted two disciples, 
Pranagauranga Dasa and Madanamohana Dasa, 
one of whom always lived near him in a separate 
kuti and served him. 


Baba asked both of his disciples not to acceP! 


Sy oe at se se tint 
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| money from anyone. He neither touched mo 
imself nor allowed his discip| oo 
bu ; Pies to touch it. If 
he needed anything for the Service of his Giridharj 
| or for the protection of his own b d ate 
| did not accept from wo eatalee 
he ny Person, who offered 
| it. There was no question of his accepting it, if 
it was brought from Outside Vraja or wate 
purchased with the money of a person, who lived 
out of Vraja. If inadvertently some such thing 
was brought, he always came to know about it 
and asked his disciples to return it. 

Once Baba fell ill. He was taken for treatment 
to his guru-asrama in Vrndavana. | went to see 
him, since | had known him for some time and 
he was very kind to me. | requested him to take 
some milk, because he was too weak. After a 
good deal of persuasion he agreed. | arranged 
for the supply of milk. A few days later my friend 
Sri Harirama Singhaniya, an industrialist of 
Calcutta, came to Vrndavana. He requested me 
to take him to some s/ddha saint for darsana. 
| took him to Baba. He was very much impressed 
by him and wanted to do some service to eh 
| said. "Baba does not accept any service rom 

does not need anything except 
anyones difficulty he has agreed 
madhukari. With great difficulty 


1 he said, 
‘Ik for a few days." At once 
phen let the milk be supplied at my 


The | agreed rather vent 
CxPya ) 5 Ji had not yet paid for the rk: Bu 
oie hidden from Baba’s keen 


i Id not remain 3 
soi sense that henceforth the milk he would 


drink would be purchased with the money of a 
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who lived outside Vraja. The 
called his disciple Madana mw 
, Madana, | will not live here. 
to Maghera immediately." 
Began! Said, "Baba, everything here jg 58 
favoul able and your health has begun to improve 
Y . Suid Stay here until you are quite well," 
‘No, No. You: done There. 
Parapeksa (dependence on Others) here. 
Stay here even for a moment. 
once." 
Madan had to bring a ton 
to Maghera the same day. 
Once again Baba fell ill in 1984, 
godbrother Sri Vigvaripa Dasa Baba, who |j 
in Rala, a village about four mile 
took him to Rala for treatment. He kept him in 
a room in Basanti-ki-bagici, close to his own kuti. 
Baba was physically ill, but Spiritually he seemed 
to swim always in the ocean of bliss. The waves 
of the ocean tossed him up and down and he 
sometimes laughed, sometimes wept and 
sometimes cried aloud like one who had gone 
mad, because the bliss was too intense for his 
frail body and mind to contain. One night at 
about 1 o clock he shouted, "Jai Nitai! Jai Nitai!" 
and became unconscious. Visvaripa Baba came 
running. When he saw him lying unconscious, 
he apprehended that he had perhaps breathed his 
last. He caught hold of his wrist to feel his 
pulse. But as soon as he touched Baba / 
heart-rending sound emanated from his throat an 


a shock like that of an electric current threw 


very Next 
Ohana an 


Take me back 


is 
| Cannot 
Get a tonga at 


ga and take him back 
His 


ved 
S from Maghera, 


| 
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) Ne xvarupa Baba three or four feet away from his 
meng erie Baba had seen Nityananda Prabhu 
Ach, and nis body was charged with a divine current. 
, se cat caused the shock. igi | 
Np. 80 The next day was Ekadasi. At 1 0 Clock at 
We night, when Baba was engaged in bhajana, he 
ore saw that his guru Sri Rama Dasa Baba Ji, 
Is | parama-guru Sri Radharamana Carana Dasa Deva 
hat | and a number of other mahatmas entered the 
Te may | bagici, dancing and Performing kirtana to the 
accompaniment of mrdanga and karatala, They 
Pack said to him, "We are going to Vrndavana. You 
also come.” With this they Suddenly disappeared 
is and Baba fell unconscious. 
veg On Trayodasi, May 13, 1984 at noon Baba 
ora, sent for Sri Sivacarana Varsaneya, a disciple of 
oan one of his god-brothers. When he came, Baba 
uti, was doing /apa. He said to him, "Baba JI 
Med Maharaja (Sri Rama Dasa Baba) and Bane Baba 
‘es | (Sri Radhadramana Carana Dasa Deva) have asked 
he me to go to Vrndavana. So please take me there 
: 7: Versa Ji said, "Baba, it vig very hot just 
s now. Let us go in the Aer, meet ates 
t "No, No, | shall go just now. 


: q aba in 
ene ae aif brought Ber arsine 
Mona aon ae touched Baba to help 
neal ae tonga he felt that a current las 
vane cee Baba’s body was stil nate 
aaa ae current that had struck py i 
iis a unconscious on the Ekadasi day. 
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30 p.m. the fonga reached the GUlU-aSrams 
Baba. A guru-asrama non-stop Hari-kirtang ha 

been going on for thirty years. Baba Said, 

me to the place of k/rtana." He went and sat 
there and remained sitting in meditation for about 
half an hour. He Was, perhaps, Waiting for 
Nrsinha Caturdasi, which was to start after has 
an hour. As soon as Nrsinha CAaturdasi Started 
he shouted “Jai Nitai! Jai Radhey!" and left the 
body to meet his Gurudeva and Parama-Gurudeva 
in transcendental Vrndavana, and to Play his part 
in the divine //@ of Radha-Krsna under their 

guidance. 

Everyone had thought that Baba had gone to 
Vrndavana, but would return to Maghera after a 
few days, as he had done before. But this time 
he was called to the transcendental! Vrndavana, 
from where no one ever returned. If he appeared 
to have gone to the phenomenal Vrndavana, it 
was because what appeared as the phenomenal 
Vrndavana was itself the transcendental! 
Vrndavana. It appeared as phenomenal to 
people, whose vision was perverted. To one like 
Baba, whose spiritual eyes had opened, it was 
the same transcendental Vrndavana, where 
Krsna-lila was eternally going on, where not only 

the gopas and gop/es, but the birds and animals, 
the trees and creepers and even the grass and 
the dust were made of sat (existence), cit 
(intelligence), and dnanda (bliss) and were 
eternally engaged in the service of Krsna; where 
everything was tuned to the flute of Krsna, where 


even time stood still or flowed, and space 


"Take 
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Sri 
axpanded or contracted like the petals of a lotus, 
cording to the sweet will of Krsna. It was the 


same Vrndavana, which surpassed in beauty all 
ie other /okas, including Vaikuntha and Goloka 
and the same Vrndavana to which Sri 
prabodhananda Sarasvatipada pointed out when 


ne said: 


"Oh! this Vrndavana of mine, 
stationed above every other dhama! 
How {ft shines near me like a big moon 


in all its resplendent beauty." 


Vrndavana Mahimamrta 4.83 


CHAPTER XXXV 


the surest shortcut to eternal life of loving 
service to Radha-Krsna in transcendental 
Vrndavana. Sanatkumara Samhita says: 

"If a man only surrenders to Vrndavana, that 
is, lives here with faith and devotion till the end, 
then he has nothing else to do in order to attain 
the highest end. Vrndavana by virtue of its own 
nature (as a manifestation of the internal potency 
of Bhagavan, which consists of sat cit and 
ananda) gives him the parama-pada, that is, a 
place in the highest transcendental region (which 
is the transcendental Vrndavana itself) without 
considering his merit or demerit.” (Sanatkumara 
Samhita, 32.5) 

But since the adh/svari (empress) of 
Vrndavana is Radharani, no one can die here if 
he does not have Her blessings. It has bee! 
noticed that some people, who lived in Vrndavana 
all their life, were pushed out of Vrndavana at 
the end, because they did not have Her blessings, 
while some others, who lived out of Vrndavana 
all their life, came here at the end and died here, 


> because they had Her blessings. 


[ te: to die in Vrndavana is regarded as 
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7 Radharamana Dasa Baba JI was One 
Sri ptionally fortunate persons, Who 
ndavana by Radharani Herself, j 

h he was destined to leave a 
might leave it in Vindavana. : 
ana was born on April 14, 1935 


Of 
those exce = 
called to Vrn a 
very day-or whic 
body so that he 
Sri Radharam 


in Mulati, @ village in 24 Paragana " 
West-Bengal, in a respectable Brahmin family 
| His father Sri Vinaya Krsna was a landlord and 


| a famous advocate of Calcutta Highcourt. His 


mother Lalita Devi was a very religious lady. She 
was: a disciple: at Sri Rama Dasa Baba ‘ 


Maharaja, the renowned s/ddha saint 


when he was still young. 


s e: Of 
Pathabani, Calcutta. She got Radharamana Dasa 


also initiated by Rama Dasa Baba Ji Maharaja, 


After initiation a sudden change was noticed 
in him. He used to retire to a lonely place ang 
meditate for hours. His eyes always swam in 
tears. In this state he somehow completed his 
education and passed the M.A. examination from 
the Calcutta university. But when his parents 
began to negotiate for his marriage, he found 
himself standing on cross-road. He renounced 
the world and went to Vrndavana. 

In Vrndavana he took samyasa-diksa from Sr 
Madhava Dasa Baba Ji. Then he went to village 
Maghera, where his elder godbrother Sri 
Ramakrsna Dasa Baba lived. Under his guidance 
he studied Srimad Bhagavatam, 9S! 
Caltanya-caritamrta, Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, an¢ 
other scriptures. 


After this he began to live in Vihara-vana nea 
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village Rala and Practised Sadhandg. His 
absorption In bhajana was so deep that he would 
not even go for mMadhukar] every day. He went 
for madhukarl only once Or twice a week and 
collected sufficient roties to Jas} him for a number 
of days. When the soties drieq he dipped them 
in water and ate. The result Was that he 
developed gastric ulcer. Acute pain in the 
stomach caused great difficulty in bhajana. He 
had to go to Calcutta for treatment. He was 
admitted in a hospital. His younger brother 
Sacidulala and niece Kumari Nandini attended 
upon him. But his condition worsened day by 
day. One day in the evening the pain in the 
stomach suddenly became too severe. The 
doctors were called. He overheard one of them 
Saying to the other, "He may vomit blood tonight 
and die." ; | 

He was not afraid of death, but his anxiety 
was that he would die out of Vrndavana in a 
Calcutta hospital. In his anguish he began to 
Pray to Radharani: "O Svamini (the mistress of 
my heart)! Why have you turned me out of 
Vrndavana to die here like a dog? Perchance | 
have committed some offence. May be that 
instead of doing bha/ana, | have only deceived 
myself and others by aping as one absorbed in 
bhajana. \f | had not done so, you must at least 
have given me the boon of death in Vrndavana. 
You thought | did not even deserve to die in 
Vrndavana. But my Svamini! Even though 
undeserving, am | not yours? Even if | have ante 
have | aped as someone other than your servant‘ 
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ature SO merciful that even if g rik 


You are by e by mistake, you give 


pace | do not know why you are go 
i 
epee | know | do not deserve it. | ask only 


for death in Vrndavana. ese mercy on me. 
Syamini, have merey On mel AS Ne eae 
he cried aloud in deep distress and became 
unconscious. His cry did not go in vain. 4, 
touched the heart of Radharani. She came 
running along with Krsna and gave him dargang 
in his unconscious state. With a smile on He, 
face She showed him Her right hand, as if to 
bless him with death in Vrndavana, while Krsna 
gently moved His lotus hand on his stomach angq 
asked in a tender voice, “Where do you feel pain, 
Baba?" How could Baba say where he was 
feeling pain and to whom? For the pain as well 
as the questioner had disappeared along with the 
question and Radha had disappeared too. 

The next morning the doctors were surprised 
to see that the patient, who was writhing with 
excruciating and incurable pain till only eight or 
ten hours before, and should have died by 
morning, had sat up and was asking for food. 

Baba returned to Vraja and again began to 
live in Vihara-vana. He had regained his health. 
His stomach pain had disappeared. But he had 
developed another kind of pain, for which no 
doctor had any treatment. He had begun to feel 

severe pain in separation from Radha-Krsna. He 
had felt this pain before, but it was neither S° 


severe nor so constant and unbearable. This We» 


Sri Radharamana Dasa Baba Jj 


and affection, he had developed a n 
a conviction that they et 


anyone else. How could he bear the thought that 


UNCONSCioOus. 

After some time he went to Jatipura and began 
to live in a cave which is known as the cave of 
Raghava Pandita, a close associate of §$ri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. But his viraha (pain in 
separation) went on increasing. Sometimes he 
lay unconscious in v/raha for hours together. His 
indifference to body also increased. He lived 
only on buttermilk and the leaves of the Nima 
tree. The result was that he became too weak. 
His disciples, particularly Sri Baladeva Rama 


Gupta of Jaipur and Sri Siva Carana vena 
5 ut his health. n 
of Rala, began to worry abo 


t to Jaipur so 
ir insistence he wen 
aie Rama Ji might take proper care of him. 


' sain 
r abatement in his V/ra 
Stitt eae his soul would have departed 


ndition 

In mais long before, but for the occasional 
from his of Radha or Krsna before him in es 
appearance Once while he lived In Fagniay 
form or other. long with Her 


adharani a 
fe e saw Radharanl ne 
Pandit’s cave: eee from a garden and smiling 


sakhis ee reassure him that he continued 


im, as 
# ve Her blessings. 
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while he- and Baladeva Rama 

returning from a village to Jaipur after 
y lost their way in darkness and ent 
jungie. They were trying to get out of the 


Sunset, 
ered a 


ge Jungle 
when some tribal boys appeared on the scene 
One of them, who looked most attractive, said to 


Baba, "You will go to Jaipur. Come, | will show 
you the way." As he said this, he held Baba’s 
hand. He had hardly gone a Step or two with 
Baba, when suddenly the scene changed. There 
was neither the jungle nor any of the tribal boys 
and Baba and Baladeva Rama Jj found 
themselves Standing near the Jaipur station. 

But though these experiences Came to Baba 
aS oases in the desert, and gave him temporary 
relief, they could not quench his thirst for 
darsana. \t went on increasing till the limit was 
reached. On November 26, 1987, when he was 
Still in Jaipur, he had a vision and a message 
from Radharani. He called Baladeva Rama and 
Said to him, “Radharani has called me to 
Vrndavana. Take me there." The next day 
Baladeva Rama started with Baba in a car for 
Vrndavana. On the way Baba went to meet some 
of his disciples and devotees and said to them 
while parting, "Il take leave of you. May 
Radharani bless you!" 

Baba said this in a manner which indicated 
that he was going to leave them for ever. ue 
perturbed Baladeva Rama. He began to pee 
"Is Baba really going to leave us all for ever: 

wet Sgt ten call to eternal 
Does Radharani’s call mean 

as too much for 

Vrndavana?" But the thought w 
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nim. He explained it away b 
was going to live in Vrnday 
nis life and would not return + 
and devotees of Jaipur again 
Baba reached Vrndavana 2 . oa 
proposed to stay for some time J evening. He 
Sri Atmarama Ji, who lived in ; with his devotee 
Baladeva Rama took him there en So 
he went with Baladeva Rama t ter some time 
purchased two pj Peo) Bacal ie 
aaa Pictures of Gaura-Nitaj 
a-Krsna. Then he said to Bal aaa 
"You go back to Atmaram’ aeeve ele, 
= Aimaram’s place. | shall return 
alter meeting Murari Lal." Murari Lal was another 
devotee of Baba. Baladeva Rama reached 
Atmaram’s house. But Baba did not reach there 
till late at night. Baladeva Rama and Atmarama 
Ji went to the house of Murari Lal to inquire 
about him. They were told that Baba had not 
gone there at all. For two days Baladeva Rama, 
Atmarama and Murari Lal searched every nook 
and corner of Vrndavana, but could not find Baba. 
After two days they read in Amara Ujala 
newspaper, that the dead body of a mahatma was 
found in the cave underneath Radharani’s Ranga 
Mahala in Nidhivana.’ A shudder went through 
their body. They rushed to the spot and found 
to their surprise and dismay and that it was the 
body of Radharamana Dasa Baba Ji. 
Since Baba’s death had occurred in mysterious 
circumstances, the police carried his body to 


y thinking that Baba 
ana for the rest of 
O meet his disciples 


ana temple in Vrndavana, which abounds 
s and is supposed to be 
Radha and Krsna. 


1 A place ncar Radharam 
in thick cluster of low-lying tree 
connected with amorous pastimes of 
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Mathura for postmortem. The postmortem was 
done. Nothing incriminatory was found. It was 
obvious that Baba had gone to transcendenta| 
Vrndavana at the call of Radharani, Who hag 
accepted him in his s/ddha mafijari deha as Her 
sakhi in Her Ranga Mahala or n/tya-nikufija in 
transcendental Nidhi-vana. 
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